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OUC Publishes in Nature Ecology & Evolution its Latest 
Research Results on the Evolutionary Origin of Marine 
Larvae 

On March 16, 2020, Academician Bao Zhenmin’s 

team at OUC’s Key Laboratory for Marine 

Biogenetics and Breeding under China’s Ministry 

of Education, published the latest research results in 

Nature Ecology & Evolution. The article is entitled 

“Evolutionary transcriptomics of metazoan biphasic 

life cycle supports a single intercalation origin of 

metazoan larvae”. This study proposes a new theory 

of a single intercalation origin of marine larvae, which 

negates the current mainstream hypothesis models. 

By doing so, it provides a new perspective for further 

understanding the evolution of mezoan biphasic life 

cycle. It is of great significance to the study on marine 

animals in terms of evolution, the emergence of 

diversity and environmental adaptation.■

News & Events
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Visits

Oklahoma State University President Burns Hargis Visits 
OUC

On September 4, 2019, a delegation from 

Oklahoma State University led by President 

Burns Hargis visited OUC. President Yu Zhigang 

pointed out that the two universities have been 

discussing opportunities of cooperation in liberal arts. 

Further possibilities of cooperation could be explored 

in areas of engineering and ocean sciences. President 

Burns Hargis briefly introduced the history and current 

situation of Oklahoma State University, and expressed 

the hope for further cooperation with OUC in fields 

of common interests. Professor Paul Tikalsky, Dean 

of the School of Engineering, introduced his college, 

especially the latest research achievements in UAV, 

new energy and marine pollution treatment. The two 

presidents signed an MOU after the meeting, laying a 

solid foundation for future cooperation.■

News & Events
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President Yu Zhigang Visits University of Bergen

From Nov. 11 to 12, 2019, President Yu Zhigang 

led a delegation to the University of Bergen 

(UiB), to promote the cooperation between the two 

universities on the Sars-Fang Research Center for 

Marine Molecular Biology and China-Norway Marine 

University Alliance. Prof. Dag Rune Olsen, Rector 

of UiB, spoke highly of the cooperation with OUC 

and expressed his hope to facilitate the building of 

the Center and the Alliance. The two sides discussed 

details of the two platforms and signed an MoU for  

Alliance. The delegation also visited Evolutionary 

Ecology lab, Industrial and Aquatic Laboratory, Sars 

International Centre for Marine Molecular Biology, the 

UiB Museum, Bjerknes Centre for Climate Research, 

Nansen Environmental and Remote Sensing Center 

and salmon farm in Bergen.■

News & Events

methods and the cultivation of creative musical 

talent. An MoU for jointly establishing the OUC-

Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Qingdao was signed 

during the meeting. ■
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Fang Hong 3” is the one with the largest tonnage. 

Dong Fang Hong 3 has an aggregate tonnage of 5,602, 

a net tonnage of 1,680, a length of 103.8 meters and a 

width of 18 meters. It can navigate world-wide, with 

a maximum service speed of 15 knots, an economical 

speed of 12 knots, a self-supplying capacity of 60 days 

and an endurance of 15,000 nautical miles. It is able 

to carry a maximum of 110 people. Both its deck area 

of operation and lab area exceed 600 square meters. 

It has dynamic positioning and anti-rolling functions. 

When navigating at a speed of 12 knots, the ship’s 61 

lodging quarters all meet the standard requirements of 

CCS comfort level 2 for crew. 56 reach the standard 

requirements for CCS comfort level 1 for crew, 

accounting for 92% of the total lodging quarters. 

Dong Fang Hong 3 is the most advanced among new-

generation marine research vessels in terms of the 

carrying capacity, ship resistance and performance, 

silent technology and electromagnetic compatibility, 

lodging and working conditions, operation areas 

of the deck and the labs, intelligent management of 

data network, as well as shipping and comprehensive 

research technology and equipment. Dong Fang Hong 

3 is equipped with a remote-sensing information 

observation and validation system, an atmospheric 

probing system, a seafloor detection system, analysis 

systems for chemical, biological and bottom sediment 

samples, an operating and LARS system as well as a 

teaching and training system. It combines functions 

for comprehensive research and student training. The 

ship boasts an integrated, rapid and simultaneous 

multi-factor spatial observation capability that covers 

all depths of the ocean. It is also able to conduct rapid 

and simultaneous regional observation of ocean areas, 

together with satellites and other research vessels.

Spolight 21
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the New York Alumni Association Center of Syracuse 

University and had a program review with Prof. Steve 

Lux.

For members of the delegation, who are mostly deans, it 

is important to cultivate and improve the leadership. In 

higher education, leaders of colleges and departments 

face many challenges, such as how to balance research 

and teaching, how to guarantee the professors’ 

freedom of research, how to deal with administrative 

work, how to strengthen the weak subjects, and how to 

deal with the challenges posed by social development. 

Collaborative management provides a good way to 

deal with these challenges. 

Most people believe that leadership is the ability to 

direct and inspire people to take actions and achieve 

goals. But, different from management, leadership 

means that leaders should put forward a vision and 

make people coordinate through organizational 

arrangements, so as to encourage good performance 

and achieve remarkable changes. The key to leadership 

is to strengthen adaptability. At the same time, 

leaders need to see problems clearly and use the most 

appropriate framework to think and resolve them.

Enhancing the leadership of the deans is important to 

the optimization of governance at higher education 

institutions, the promote of higher education and 





33

My Thoughts on Online Learning
Xia Xiaotong, Student, College of Foreign Languages

With the ringing of the New Year’s bell, 2019 has 

quietly gone, and 2020 has come to us in strides. 

People, like always, had beautiful hopes for the new 

year. However, at the beginning of 2020, the world was 

faced with the challenge of the COVID-19. Everyone 

in China worked in a concerted effort to address the 

challenge. The pandemic changed people’s lives in 

many ways. As students were asked not to return to 

the campus, online classes became the major form of 

education. Despite the impacts of the pandemic, we 

were still able to stay connected and continue our 

studies. 

When online teaching was first adopted, everyone 

was nervous, not sure what to expect. After all, it was 

the first time for teachers to teach through screens 

and the first time for students to go to class without 

even stepping out of their homes. Of course, there 

were awkward moments. Some teachers forgot to turn 

on the microphone and talked for an hour without 

being heard. Some students would enter the class, 

still speaking to their families, totally forgetting that 

their microphones were not turned off. Such incidents 

brought inconveniences at times, but they were 

tolerated with kind laughter. 

What impressed me most was the Chinese-English 

translation class, in which I benefited a lot from online 

teaching. Online teaching provides students with more 

comprehensive and personalized learning materials. 

There are many high-quality teaching resources on 

the Internet. Students can find the materials they need 

according to their own strengths and weaknesses to 

better understand the knowledge. Besides, various 

forms of teaching resources such as videos, e-books 

Voices
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